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e! | VOTES IN PRIMARY 


Democrats showed up 
to the polls in the 
first-in-the-nation 
primary, weighing in 
on an unsettled field. 


LOCAL 


a = 
ALYSSA SCHUKAR NYT budget proposal 4A 


A look at priorities 
in KC mayor’s new 


VOLUME 140, No. 148 
STAY CONNECTED KANSASCITY.COM 


THE KANSAS CITY S 


FACEBOOK.COM/KANSASCITYSTAR 
TWITTER.COM/KCSTAR 


KEEPING YOU 
CONNECTED 


KANSASCITY.COM 


| WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 12 2020 


Some wet snow 
ae 37°/5° see10B 


Judge smooths way for 
T-Mobile to take over Sprint 


BY KEVIN HARDY 
AND THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


khardy@kcstar.com 


A federal judge in New York 
has removed one of the remain- 
ing major obstacles to T-Mo- 
bile’s $26.5 billion takeover of 
Overland Park-based Sprint, as 
he rejected claims by a group of 
states that the deal would mean 
less competition and higher 


phone bills. 

Though the deal still needs a 
few more approvals, T-Mobile 
expects to close on the acquisi- 
tion as early as April 1. 

“Today was a huge victory for 
this merger ... and now we are 
FINALLY able to focus on the 
last steps to get this merger 
done!” T-Mobile CEO John 
Legere said in a news release 
Tuesday morning. 


The news puts the Sprint 
brand — and its striking yellow 
and black logo — ever closer to 
obsolescence. Sprint’s employ- 
ees, products and customers will 
eventually transition to the 
T-Mobile brand. 

“Today’s announcement 
brings mixed emotions for many 
in KC,” said Tim Cowden, presi- 
dent and CEO of the Kansas 
City Area Development Council. 


“Sprint created billions of dol- 
lars of wealth and supported 
countless individuals and fam- 
ilies in the KC region for more 
than a century. We are proud 
that KC will always be associ- 
ated with Sprint’s lasting legacy 
of innovation.” 

But he said Kansas City is 
prepared to partner with the 
new T-Mobile: “We are excited 
that T-Mobile recognizes the 


rich telecom talent base in KC 
and how critically important our 
region will be to the new compa- 
ny’s success in 5G and many 
innovations to come.” 

Once the merger is complete, 
the number of major U.S. wire- 
less companies will shrink from 
four to three. Even so, backers 
of the union, including govern- 
ment officials, say the move will 
increase competition. T-Mobile 
says the combined company will 
become a fiercer competitor to 
industry leaders Verizon and 
AT&T. In particular, it has 
pledged to complete a nation- 
wide roll out of ultra-fast 5G 
service post merger. It also 
promised not to raise prices for 
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Roger Stone arrives at federal court in Washington in November. He has been convicted on charges including lying to Congress. 


Four lawyers quit Stone case 
as DOJ seeks shorter sentence 


BY MICHAEL BALSAMO 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON 
The Justice Department said 
Tuesday it will take the extraor- 
dinary step of lowering the 
amount of prison time it will 
seek for Roger Stone, an an- 


nouncement that came just 
hours after President Donald 
Trump complained that the 
recommended sentence for his 
longtime ally and confidant was 
“very horrible and unfair.” 

The move prompted near 
immediate protest from prose- 
cutors on the case, with four 
resigning. Jonathan Kravis re- 


signed as an assistant U.S. at- 
torney. He had been a veteran 
prosecutor in Washington, and 
though not part of Robert Muell- 
er’s original team, was none- 
theless involved in multiple 
cases brought by the special 
counsel’s office. Besides the 
Stone prosecution, Kravis had 
also signed onto the case against 


former Trump campaign chair- 
man Paul Manafort, which re- 
solved with a guilty plea, and 
against a Russian troll farm 
accused of sponsoring a cover 
social media campaign aimed at 
dividing public opinion during 
the 2016 presidential election. 
Aaron Zelinsky quit the case 
and his job in Washington, and 
will go back to his job as a feder- 
al prosecutor in Baltimore. He 
was working there when he was 
selected in 2017 for the Mueller 
team. He was involved in cases 
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White nationalists 
shifting focus to colleges 


BY JUDY L. THOMAS 
jthomas@kcstar.com 


The white nationalist move- 
ment, tarnished in the aftermath 
of Charlottesville, is 
repackaging its bigotry through 
a new mainstreaming strategy 
that focuses on college campus- 
es and Trump supporters, ac- 
cording to a report released 
Tuesday by a national watchdog 
organization. 

Its first test case: a new group 
at Kansas State University 
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launched by a student whose 
former organization was the 
subject of protests on campus. 
Known as “Groyper,” the new 
marketing effort is an attempt 
by white nationalists to rebrand 
under a banner that will unite 
what it describes as “America 
First conservatives, Christians, 
anti-globalists and nationalists,” 
says the report, published by the 
Institute for Research and 
Education on Human Rights. 
Leading the effort, the report 
says, are two activists who pro- 
moted and participated in the 


Business 
Chow Town 
Classified 


Unite the Right rally in Char- 
lottesville, Virginia, in 2017. The 
gathering ended with a white 
nationalist plowing his car into a 
group of counter-protesters, 
killing one. 

“This is an attempt to replace 
the old label of alt-right, which 
got pretty toxic after Charlottes- 
ville, and try to create new coali- 
tions on university campuses 
and in and around the Trump 
orbit,” said Devin Burghart, 
executive director of the in- 
stitute and co-author of the 
64-page report, From Alt-Right 
to Groyper: White Nationalists 
Rebrand for 2020 and Beyond. 

“Those are the two main 
targets of recruitment for them 
right now.” 

The strategy will have its trial 


run, Burghart said, at K-State, 
where the formation of anew 
organization, America First 
Students, was announced last 
month. The first meeting was 
Jan. 28, according to its Twitter 
account. 

America First Students is led 
by Jaden McNeil, a current stu- 
dent and former president of the 
K-State chapter of Turning Point 
USA, a conservative youth activ- 
ist network. That organization 
was the subject of protests on 
campus last year by the KSU 
Young Democrats, which said 
Turning Point USA was associ- 
ated with hateful rhetoric and 
called for the group to be re- 
moved from campus. 
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Governor 
accused of 
pressuring 
Democrats 
on abortion 


BY JONATHAN SHORMAN 
jshorman@wichitaeagle.com 


TOPEKA 

A Republican lawmaker 
accused Gov. Laura Kelly on 
Tuesday of pressuring Catho- 
lic Democrats to vote 
“against their own faith” in 
rejecting an anti-abortion 
amendment to the Kansas 
Constitution as legislators 
fought bitterly over whether 
to approve the governor’s 
sweeping plans to reorganize 
state government. 

Tempers have been rising 
in the Legislature since the 
House on Friday voted down 
an amendment asserting the 
state constitution doesn’t 
include the right to an abor- 
tion. But frustrations boiled 
during debates over Kelly’s 
plans for state agencies, in- 
cluding departments that 
oversee child welfare and 
energy policy. 

Two House committees 
recommended rejecting the 
plans, a first step in formally 
killing them. Both votes were 
marked by heated discussion 
and accusations that law- 
makers were playing politics. 

“How dare you to try to 
politicize this after the vote 
that you all took on Friday 
when your governor strong- 
armed her own people, her 
own Catholic people, to vote 
against their own faith along 
party lines. You can’t dare 
bring that into here,” Rep. 
Sean Tarwater, a Stilwell 
Republican, told Democrats. 

Tarwater didn’t elaborate 
during the meeting. Demo- 
cratic lawmakers have 
publicly dismissed the idea 
Kelly pressured them or 
threatened political retribu- 
tion. 

The remark by Tarwater, 
who is Catholic, underscored 
the depth of disappointment 
amendment supporters have 
over the failed vote. It also 
illustrated how sharp feelings 
among lawmakers over the 
vote have begun to seep into 
other areas. 

The proposal garnered 80 
votes in the House - four shy 
of the two-thirds support that 
would have placed it on a 
statewide ballot. Not a single 
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